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GGG & NATO:

THE ISTANBUL GOOPERATION INITIATIVE

Established in 2004, the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) aims to promote political dialogue and security cooperation between
NATO and partner countries in the Gulf region in order to enhance regional security and counter common challenges and threats.
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Security of Gulf countries is directly linked to the security of all
[NATO] Allies. We face common security threats like terrorism,

Global Partners weapons proliferation, and cyber attacks. And we share the same I l | I I

Enhanced Opportunities Partners aspirations for peace and for stability. So it is essential that we AT

Partnership for Peace (PfP) work more closely together than ever before. l I | l | | 'b
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Suspended PfP

- Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General A
*The PfPs with Afghanistan, Belarus and Russia (opening of the NATO-ICI Regional Centre in Kuwait, 2017) v
are suspended due to the security environment.
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Promotes dialogue and practical cooperation between NATO members and
partner countries in the field of scientific research, technological innovation
and knowledge exchange. ICI countries can join SPS programme since 2008.
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https://mon.gov.ua/storage/app/media/nauka/2020/12/NATO%20SPS/Programa%20Science%20for%20Peace%20and%20Security.pdf

2005 (JANUARY-JUNE) 2006-2018 2008

The ICl was launched at Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the Agreements on security and protection of o Kuwait hosted the first NATO-ICI
NATO Summit in Istanbul. United Arab Emirates (UAE) information exchange with NATO signed naval exercise.
formally joined the ICI. by: Kuwait (2006), Bahrain (2008), UAE o The first NATO-ICI meeting was
(2009) and Qatar (2018). held at the Ambassadorial level.
2014 2012
o Brussels hosted the first NATO-ICI Foreign Ministers' meeting. ¢ The first NATO-ICI Policy Advisory Group o The UAE became the first Arab country to
. ) . - (PAG) meeting convened in Istanbul. open a diplomatic mission at NATO HQ.
o Kuwait became the first ICI country to sign the Individual ) - ) ) )
Partnership and Cooperation Programme with NATO. e Bahrain and the UAE joined NATO's o Kuwait was the first Gulf country to sign a
Interoperability Platform. transit agreement with NATO.
2016 2017 2018 2019
Embassies of Bahrain, Kuwait The NATO-ICI Regional Centre (NIRC) in Kuwait inaugurated its The North Atlantic Council
% and Qatar in Brussels became Kuwait was inaugurated, five years after i diplomatic mission at visited Kuwait to honour ICI's
accredited missions to NATO. the official approval of Kuwait's proposal ‘ NATO HQ in Brussels. 15th anniversary.
at the NATO Summit in Chicago.
2023 2022 2021
Bahrain hosted the 5th NATO-ICI PAG meeting.  The North Atlantic Council and the ICI held o Qatar signed an agreement to open mission offices and
The preViOUS PAGs were hosted by Kuwait (2018)’ the first meeting on maritime and energy security. mllltary representatlon at the NATO headquarters in Brussels.
Qatar (2016), Kuwait (2015) and Turkey (2014).  Qatar provided key support for the evacuation of NATO troops

I from Afghanistan.
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o NATO will celebrate the 75th anniversary of its establishment.
o The NATO Mediterranean Dialogue will mark 30 years.
o The NATO Istanbul Cooperation Initiative will mark 20 years.

Sources: North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), NATO-ICI Regional Centre Kuwait 2023, Science for Peace and Security (SPS) Programme Country Flyers 2022
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EURO-GULF INFORMATION GENTRE (EGIC)

Headquartered in Rome, Italy, the Euro-Gulf Information Centre (EGIC) is a non-profit, non-partisan, think-and-
do tank, established on 1 October 2015, with the aim of building understanding on social, political, strategic,
cultural and economic levels in the Euro-Gulf space.
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