
OMAN (2)
Belgium
Germany

BAHRAIN (2)
Egypt, 
Thailand

KUWAIT (2) 
Canada
US

QATAR (4)
Indonesia, Sweden, United
Nations (New York & Geneva)

SAUDI ARABIA (5)
Finland, Norway, Sweden,
United States, European
Union (Brussels) 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (10)
Costa Rica, Denmark, Egypt, Finland,
France, Latvia, Montenegro, Norway,
Switzerland, United Nations (NY)
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NUMBER OF BUSINESS OWNERS

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

QA KW KW,
QA

(Forbes Middle East, 2024)

M
OB

IL
IT

Y

W
OR

KP
LA

CE

M
AR

RI
AG

E

PA
RE

NT
HO

OD

EN
TR

EP
RE

NE
UR

SH
IP

AS
SE

TS

PE
NS

IO
N

Ⓒ March 2024 Nikola Zukalová, Euro-Gulf Information Centre | wwww.egic.info

INFOGRAPHIC

WOMEN, BUSINESS AND THE LAW INDEX 2024 

SHARE OF INVENTORS

(World Bank, 2023)

in many GCC countries
women represent around half
of the national population

SH
AR

E O
F

PO
PU

LA
TIO

N <30
around 50% of women
in the GCC are less
than 30 years old

TERTIARY EDUCATION ENROLMENT
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(World Bank, 2024)

CURRENT AMBASSADORS

SA: 7.6%
QA: 11.6%
AE: 12.1%
KW: 18.2%
OM: 20.5%

MINISTERS

Saudi Arabia has two women
Deputy Ministers (of Commerce &
of Tourism) and Deputy Secretary
General of the Council of
Ministers (since 2021 and 2022).

MIDDLE EAST’S 100 MOST POWERFUL
BUSINESSWOMEN

Data for 2020-2022 (WIPO, 2022)

THE FIRST APPOINTMENTS AS

(World Bank) SHARE OF LABOUR FORCESHARE OF STEM GRADUATES

Middle East & North
Africa (2003 & 2023)

GCC 

PARLIAMENTARIANS

Upper Chamber

Lower or Single House

of the Saudi commercial
registrations are held by
women
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The latest available data for BH, QA and AE are from 2018, no data are available for KW (World Bank)

SHARE OF BUSINESS OWNERS
Bahrain & Saudi
Arabia had a
larger share of
women business
owners than
Germany (2020). 

of senior and middle
management in the UAE
are women

more than in Italy & Croatia

KW: 53.2%
OM: 36.4%
QA: 34.1%
AE: 33.3%

Data for 2018 (UNESCO, 2021)

40% 23.5%

SHARE OF RESEARCHERS

(unavailable for other countries)

of the UAE's space sector
employees are women45%

UAE Minister of State Sarah bint Yousif
Al-Amiri chairs the national Space
Agency and the Council of Scientists. 

Rayannah Barnawi
was the first Saudi
woman astronaut to
travel to the
International Space
Station in May 2023.(Saudi Human Rights Commission, 2023)

The GCC countries had a
higher % of women STEM
graduates than Germany,
Belgium, Spain, France &
Sweden (27.6%-35.5%).
(the latest data for the GCC:
2018 [unavailable for KW], 
for Europe: 2016-2017)

42
.4

%

39
.2

%

39
.1

%

38
%

30
.6

%

27
.5

%
(World Bank, 2022)

  SA     KW     OM     BH     AE     QA (without residents & foreign workers)

QA

BH

OM

AE

KW

WBL SCORE:

2003 2023
women men

(World Bank, 2022)

(World Bank)

(W
or

ld
 B

an
k, 

20
23

)

(IPU, March 2024)

1999OM

2000
BH

2009
AE

2013
QA

2019
SA

2003QA
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SPEAKER

2018BH

BH: Bahrain
KW: Kuwait
OM: Oman
QA: Qatar
SA: Saudi Arabia
AE: United Arab Emirates

(UAE Gender Balance Council )

9 women are members 
of the UAE Cabinet (25%).

Saudi Arabia already
surpassed the Vision
2030 target of 30%.

19%

(STEM=science, technology, engineering, and math)

http://wwww.egic.info/
https://wbl.worldbank.org/en/wbl
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