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KhalifaSat, the first 
UAE-made satellite

2023

UAE Space Agency

2014

2022 Six-month mission to the
International Space Station

Mission to Explore
the Asteroid Belt

2028

Mohammed Bin
Rashid Space Centre

2006

UAE Astronaut Programme
The first one in the Arab world,
established in 2017

Sultan Al Neyadi
The first Arab to do a spacewalk and
conduct the longest Arab space mission 
(6 months aboard ISS, 2023)

Nora Al Matrooshi
The first Arab female astronaut
(2021)

National Space Policy (2016)
National Space Strategy 2030 (2019)
Space Investment Promotion Plan (2020)
National Space Sector Law (2023)

Hazza Al Mansoori
The first Emirati in space 
(ISS, 2019)
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2020 Rashid Rover, the first Arab
mission to the Moon (failed)

(around €10.5 billion)
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HOPE PROBE: EMIRATES MARS MISSION

2018 Mars Hope Probe, the first
Arab interplanetary mission

SPACE SECTOR INVESTMENTS

Human settlement
on Mars

2117

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
The UAE cooperates with over 30 countries and organisations, such as the United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs, to advance space exploration, technology, and research, including:

AED 40 billion 
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UAE'S SPACE SECTOR

1st
Arab mission
to Mars

2nd
country to reach
Mars on the first try

5th
country to reach
Mars in history

The mission provided critical data on Mars'
atmosphere and climate 
Spacecraft built in cooperation with US
universities and launched from Japan Launch date: July 2020

Launch speed: 34,082 km/h
Cruising distance: 
493.5 million km
Cruising time: 7 months

(Source: UAE Space Agency)

2019: UAE initiated the
launch of the Arab Space
Cooperation Group and the
Arab Satellite 813 project.

2020: UAE was one of
the original signatories
of the NASA Artemis
Accords.

Space exploration & research

Satellite launches & development

Space policy & regulation

Earth observation and climate research

Human spaceflight & training

US (NASA,
private sector)

UK (UKSA,
private sector)

Europe (ESA,
individual countries)

China (CNSA)

Russia
(Roscosmos)

South Korea
(KARI)

India (ISRO)

Japan (JAXA,
private sector)

Reached Mars in February 2021, the UAE's 50th anniversary

From satellite launches to the first Arab mission to Mars, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has embarked on ambitious projects that highlight its commitment to becoming a key player
in the global space sector. This infographic showcases significant milestones, investments,

and future aspirations that are guiding the its journey to the stars.
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Headquartered in Rome, Italy, the Euro-Gulf Information Centre (EGIC) is a non-profit, non-partisan, think-and-do
tank, established on 1 October 2015. The Euro-Gulf Information Centre blends research and analyses with
outreach and engagement. We are proud of being an action centre that contributes to enhancing strategic,
cultural, economic and political ties in the Euro-Gulf space. Through specialised platforms, programmes and
activities, EGIC works hard to develop human-to-human and institution-to-institution contact points in order to
strengthen relations and constructive engagement.

EGIC also provides information services to organisations and individuals that seek to deepen their
understanding of the trends unfolding in both Europe and the Gulf. EGIC is a firm believer in breaking paywalls
and provides open access information — infographics, articles, reports (etc) — to the interested public. Finally,
EGIC organises a wide assortment of events ranging from conference and seminars to workshops, art
exhibitions, travels and specialised training.

Ⓒ Nikola Zukalová, Euro-Gulf Information Centre (January 2025)

ABOUT

Via Gregoriana 12, Rome 00187, Italy

+39 06 89569 839

info@egic.info

Branches: 
Brussels (Belgium)
Stockholm (Sweden)

Analyses Weekly Euro-Gulf Monitor StratEGIC Monthly

Gulf History Portal The Gulf Bridge: Monthly Newsletter

EGIC HQ: CONNECT

Other Infographics

http://www.egic.info/
https://it.linkedin.com/company/egic-euro-gulf-information-centre
https://egic.info/weekly-euro-gulf-monitor/
https://egic.info/strategic-brief/
https://egic.info/gulf-history-portal/
https://egic.info/infographics/

