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EURO–GULF DIGITAL CORRIDORS:
DATA, CABLES & CLOUD INFRASTRUCTURE

As Europe-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) ties deepen, digital connectivity is gaining strategic importance.

INFOGRAPHIC

Ⓒ Nikola Zukalová, Euro-Gulf Information Centre (December 2025) | www.egic.info

SUBSEA CABLES CONNECTING EUROPE, THE GULF & ONWARD TO ASIA & AFRICA

CLOUD & DATA CENTRES ACROSS THE GCC

(Source of data: TeleGeography, Submarine Cable Map)
Note: Only selected major cables and landing points shown; network simplified for readability.
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EU exports to the
Gulf are around
eight times higher
than imports (2024).

Digital services make up
28.5% of EU service
exports to the Gulf (2024). 

EU-GCC TRADE IN DIGITAL SERVICES

(TeleGeography, Cloud Infrastructure Map)

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The GCC’s cloud and
connectivity infrastructure
is emerging as a backbone
for digital routes linking
Europe, Asia and Africa.
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CLOUD REGIONS & ON-RAMPS BY COUNTRY

(Eurostat, bop_its6_det, Telecommunications, computer, and information services)
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The GCC is emerging as a regional hub for cloud
services, with most cloud regions and access
points concentrated in Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
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Global cloud providers are expanding cloud infrastructure across the GCC,
supported by national strategies:

Energy & Industry: Smart energy systems & industrial data

AI & Computing: Training, advanced computing & data analytics

Government & Sovereign Cloud: Secure digital public services

Key domains shaped by the digital corridors:

Greater digital sovereignty, resilience and network security

The GCC as a geopolitical and economic bridge between
Europe, Asia, and Africa

Diversified data routes beyond traditional chokepoints

Large local data centres operated by cloud providers
Secure access points connecting users to cloud services

Enabled by improved digital corridors:
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Headquartered in Rome, Italy, the Euro-Gulf Information Centre (EGIC) is a non-profit, non-partisan, think-and-do
tank, established on 1 October 2015. The Euro-Gulf Information Centre blends research and analyses with
outreach and engagement. We are proud of being an action centre that contributes to enhancing strategic,
cultural, economic and political ties in the Euro-Gulf space. Through specialised platforms, programmes and
activities, EGIC works hard to develop human-to-human and institution-to-institution contact points in order to
strengthen relations and constructive engagement.

EGIC also provides information services to organisations and individuals that seek to deepen their
understanding of the trends unfolding in both Europe and the Gulf. EGIC is a firm believer in breaking paywalls
and provides open access information — infographics, articles, reports (etc) — to the interested public. Finally,
EGIC organises a wide assortment of events ranging from conference and seminars to workshops, art
exhibitions, travels and specialised training.

Ⓒ Nikola Zukalová, Euro-Gulf Information Centre (December 2025)
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